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SUMMARY :

The E5.15 agenda included discussions on Fire Hazard
Acssessment of Upholstered Furniture, Open Flame Ignition of
Upholstered Furniture, Stacking Chairs/Upholstered Furniture
(Large Scale), Small Scale Tests of Upholstered Furniture, and
Mattresses.
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The Fire Hazard Assessment topic concerned a draft guide for
furniture found in patient rooms. The task group chairman, Dr.
Hirschler, reviewed the results of the recent ballot vote {there

were sufficient votes to approve the document), comments
submitted by subcommittee members, and changes made to the draft
as a result. There was considerable discussion about the general

approach taken: whether the guide should focus on the furniture
item or be rewritten as a guide for all items found in a patient
room. The chairman will prepare another draft based on the
discussion and recirculate for another ballot vote.

The chairman of the open-flame task group, Dr. Reimann,
noted that this new task group has not progressed beyond their
formation, since they believe that the results of CPSC's field
investigations are needed before they can proceed. At Dr.
Reimann's reguest, Mr. Ray reviewed the status of the CPSC
project to develop a standard for open-flame ignition of
furniture. The subcommittee was interested in the substance and
timing of any activities that would occur if the Commissicon
decided to proceed with a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The
involvement of commercial furniture in fires, and whether such
furniture should be covered by any standard was raised. After
considerable discussion, the subcommittee agreed that the task
group should identify and review existing candidate test methods.

The task group on stacking chairs/furniture is planning
round robin interlaboratory tests on ASTM standards E 1822 on
stacking chairs and E 1537 on upholstered furniture. Progress
was reviewed by Mr. Talley.



